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Study of Ephesians — Ephesians 2:11-22
Bellevue Church of Christ — Spring & Summer 2013
I. Condition Without Refers back not simply to v. 10 but to the

. _ entire paragraph (vv. 1-10), which represents a
Christ (11-12) single sentence in the Greek text.

v
Their Former State \ "Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the

1. Separated from

Christ circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—*"

2. Alienated from the
commonwealth of “remember that you were at that time selgfzjrated from
Israel > Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and

3. Strangers to the strangers to the covenants of promise, h[tgving nothope and
covenants of . . H
promise without God in the world. Spiritual Israel

Rom 3:21; Eph 2:4

4. Having no hope H Rom 9:6
c Without God in the /PBlit now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
world / been brought near by the blood of Christ.
II. Condition Through || ' For he himself is our peace] who has made us both one
Christ (13-18) and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of
hostility

Rom 3:19-31; 7:7-12; 8:2-4

v
Pby abolishing the law of commandments expressed in

Compare to place of the two, so making[peace}
-Rom 5:1-5
~Col 1:19-23 1% , . .
and might reconcile us both to God in one body through

the cross, thereby killing the hostility.

and|peace]to those who were near. oo 12:13

v
"For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the
Father. 3.

\

III. Condition In

Christ (19-22) So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
i are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
Apostles household of God,

Full representatives of
Christ...Included the 12 20y, .: :
(w Matihiss Acts 1:15-26) built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,

as well as Paul Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,

Prophets 21. . . .

in whom the whole structure, being joined together,
Those with the gift of
prophecy...spoke the word 7) . . . . .
of Christ... Acts 13:1, In him you also are being built together into a dwelling

1 Cor 12:28; Eph 3:5; 4:11 place for God by the Spirit.
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flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the ...~ *Lev 26:41

C; *Ezek 44:7

com/class)

(@ )
The true circumcision
*Of the Heart
*Rom 2:25-29
*Gal 5:2-12
*Phi 3:2-3
*Col 2:11-13

*Deut 10:16; 30:6
*Jer 4:4

2.

ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in

"7 And he came and preached to you who were far off

They Lacked the
Advantages of the Jews
Rom 3:1-2, 9:4-5

But Now. ..

Brought near by the
blood of Christ (13)

Are "one body" with the
Jews, because Jesus...

V1)

Made them both one,
breaking down the
wall of division (14)

Abolished law of
commandments that had
separated them (15)

c. Reconciles them both
to God in one body
through the cross (16)

d. Preached peace to
those afar off and
those near (17)

Have access in one Spirit
to the Father (18)

Cornerstone

Refers to the first and
most Important stone laid
in a new building. Proper
placement ensured a
straight and level
foundation.

-Psa 118:22
-Mat 21:42
-Act 4:11
-1Co 3:11



Study of Ephesians — Ephesians 2:11-22
Bellevue Church of Christ — Spring & Summer 2013

Therefore...

Ephesians 2:1-10 (ESV)

! And you were dead in the trespasses and sins  in which you once walked, following the course
of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience— * among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out
the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. * But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, °
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved— ° and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, ’ so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ® For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, ° not a result of works, so that no one may boast. *° For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Circumcision

Romans 2:25-29 (ESV)

2 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your
circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 2®So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of
the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? >’ Then he who is physically
uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision
but break the law. 2 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision
outward and physical. > But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by
the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.

Galatians 5:2-12 (ESV)

2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to you. *|
testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. *
You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from
grace. > For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.
®For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith
working through love. ” You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? ® This
persuasion is not from him who calls you. ° A little leaven leavens the whole lump. *°| have
confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view than mine, and the one who is troubling
you will bear the penalty, whoever he is. ' But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am |
still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been removed. 21 wish those
who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!

Philippians 3:2-3 (ESV)

2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3
For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put
no confidence in the flesh—
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Colossians 2:11-13 (ESV)

™ In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the
body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, ** having been buried with him in baptism, in
which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised
him from the dead. ** And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,

Leviticus 26:41 (ESV)
50 that | walked contrary to them and brought them into the land of their enemies—if then
their uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their iniquity,

Deuteronomy 10:16 (ESV)
'8 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn.

Deuteronomy 30:6 (ESV)
® And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you
will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.

Jeremiah 4:4 (ESV)

* Circumcise yourselves to the Lord; remove the foreskin of your hearts, O men of Judah and
inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to quench it,
because of the evil of your deeds.”

Ezekiel 44:7 (ESV)

7in admitting foreigners, uncircumcised in heart and flesh, to be in my sanctuary, profaning my
temple, when you offer to me my food, the fat and the blood. You have broken my covenant, in
addition to all your abominations.

Advantages of the Jews

Romans 3:1-2 (ESV)
! Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? > Much in every way.
To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.

Romans 9:4-5 (ESV)

* They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of
the law, the worship, and the promises. > To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race,
according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

Spiritual Israel

Romans 9:6 (ESV)
® But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel
belong to Israel,
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But Now
Romans 3:21 (ESV)
2! But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law

and the Prophets bear witness to it—

Ephesians 2:4 (ESV)
* But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,

Condition Through Christ

Romans 5:1-5 (ESV)

! Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. * Not only that, but we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, * and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, > and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

Colossians 1:19-23 (ESV)

¥ For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ° and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. ** And
you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in
his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach
before him, 2 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the
hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and
of which |, Paul, became a minister.

Law of Commandment

Romans 3:19-31 (ESV)

¥ Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. %° For by
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin. 2! But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 2 the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 2 for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, 2* and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus, 2> whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
former sins. %® It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. >’ Then what becomes of our boasting? It is
excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 2® For we hold that
one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. % Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not
the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, *° since God is one—who will justify the
circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. *! Do we then overthrow the law by
this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.
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Romans 7:7-12 (ESV)

7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, |
would not have known sin. For | would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not
said, “You shall not covet.” ® But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment,
produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. ° | was once alive
apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and | died. '° The very
commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. ** For sin, seizing an opportunity
through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. ** So the law is holy, and the
commandment is holy and righteous and good.

Romans 8:2—-4 (ESV)

2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. >
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, * in order that the
righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh
but according to the Spirit.

One Spirit

1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV)
3 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all
were made to drink of one Spirit.

Apostles

Acts 1:15-26 (ESV)

> In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about
120) and said, *® “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who
arrested Jesus. *’ For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.
(Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst
open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. ** And it became known to all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of
Blood.) % “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “ ‘May his camp become desolate, and let
there be no one to dwell in it’; and “ ‘Let another take his office.” ** So one of the men who have
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, > beginning
from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must
become with us a witness to his resurrection.” > And they put forward two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. * And they prayed and said, “You, Lord,
who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen * to take the place in
this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” % And they
cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

» 18
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Prophets

Acts 13:1 (ESV)
! Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

1 Corinthians 12:28 (ESV)
%2 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues.

Ephesians 3:5 (ESV)
> which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.

Ephesians 4:11 (ESV)
' And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,

Cornerstone

Psalm 118:22 (ESV)
22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.

Matthew 21:42 (ESV)

*2 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “ ‘The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our
eyes’?

Acts 4:11 (ESV)
" This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the
cornerstone.

1 Corinthians 3:11 (ESV)
™ For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
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